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Probus — Today’s Vision for Active Retirees

A big welcome to all fellow Probians to the new financial year
and more especially to this inaugural edition of the District
9640 quarterly newsletter.

Each quarter the newsletter will update you with information
from The Probus Centre South Pacific Inc and also with news
from our own District 9640.

My contact details are: Rotary District 9640 Probus Chairman
Douglas Geekie, Tel 07 5510 8033,
Email: DGRotary2007@hibusiness.com.au

NEWS UPDATE FROM DISTRICT 9640.
Your District 9640 Rotary Probus District Committee

| have been most fortunate in being able to recruit some other Rotarians to assist in the
task of working with Rotary and Probus Clubs in the District.

Please welcome to the team the following Rotarians:

PDG Dennis Green Rotary Club of Grafton
PP Dr Pauline Armstrong Rotary Club of Southport
AG Loraine Pearce Rotary Club of Mudgeeraba

In my next addition of the newsletter | will provide you with input from these members of
the District Committee.

Club News Reporter

So that | can be assured that | am receiving current and appropriate news from Clubs
could | ask each president to appoint or obtain a volunteer who will be the reporter for
your Club on items of interest? Similarly, | would welcome a reporter from both The
Gold Coast and Northern Rivers Association and the Probus Association of Queensland.
Reporters are requested to provide monthly email advice (to me) by the last day of each
month on items of interest to the District. Please ensure that the reporting is concise and
remember that a photograph often tells a story better than a thousand words.



New Clubs

Last year we welcomed to the District the new Probus Club of Stanthorpe. At its
inaugural meeting there were 85 charter members and membership has now grown to
125.

Probians at the new Stanthorpe Club The Management Committee
Stanthorpe Club

Already in this Rotary year, three Rotary Clubs have advised me of their plans to form
new Probus Clubs.

Guest Speakers

During my visits to Clubs | am often asked do | know of any worthy guest speakers that |
could recommend.

To assist Clubs | intend to develop a list of speakers with contact details (with the
appropriate consensus of the speaker) and list them on the website. If all else fails and
with reasonable notice, | am available to speak to Clubs and provide an update about
Rotary and what is happening in the District (both in Rotary and Probus).

Probus Information Days 2010

Please let me know if your club would like to attend or act as host for the District 9640
Probus Information Days in 2010. | have already received some expressions of interest.
It is planned that there will be information days on the Gold Coast, Northern NSW, and
out West. Experience to date suggests that those who have been involved in the
Information days have really enjoyed and benefited from the experience.



Probus Information days 2009

Information days were held at the Gold Coast and Warwick in April and May
respectively, in preparation for the 2099/2010 Probus year. Whilst both days were well
attended it was disappointing that a number of clubs did not have representatives attend.

Information Days provide an opportunity for Club Management committee members to
receive training on the duties and responsibilities attaching to their office. Training was
provided by experts and in fact at both sessions this year we were in deed fortunate to
have our Probus Centre General Manger Pat Atkins providing the most current
information.

The Gold Coast Information day was hosted by the Gold Coast and Northern rivers
Association whilst the Western Region was hosted by the Warwick Probus Club. Both
days were an outstanding success and my appreciation and congratulations are
extended to all those who worked so hard and diligently. It was the inaugural
Information Day for the Western region and those who attended spoke highly of the
overall success of the day.
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Delegates at the Gold Coast Information Day Warwick Information Day o

Probus Club Hand Book

The Probus Club Hand Book 2009 is now available. The new sale price is $8.00 each.
Please note each club receives one complimentary copy and the contents may be
downloaded from www.probus.com.au

| recommend that Clubs obtain a copy for each member of the Management Team.
Has your Club considered including a copy for each new member in the induction kit?



Your sponsoring Rotary Club.

Do you know which Rotary Club sponsored the accreditation of your club? Do you invite
the President of that Rotary Club or a nominated member of the Rotary Club to your
annual general meeting or some other special occasion?

Many Probus Clubs have engraved on the back of the medallion on the Presidents
Chain of Office the name of the sponsoring Club and the date of Probus accreditation. If
you have not done this for your Club please give it serious consideration.

If you require details of the accreditation date and sponsoring Rotary Club, the Probus
Centre will be able to assist you.

Insurance

If you require Certificate of Currency for 2009 -2010 | am holding an electronic copy —
please contact me and | will be happy to assist you.

NEWS UPDATE FROM THE PROBUS CENTRE - SOUTH PACIFIC — PARRAMATTA.

Congratulations to PCSP 2009-2010 Chairman George Wyman pictured below with his
wife Jill Wyman. George is a member of the Probus Club of East Coast Bays Combined,
New Zealand.

2009 President Kit — The issue of the Presidents’ Kit has been delayed due to
insurance legislation issues related to the printing of documentation. It will be issued in
the immediate future.



The Paul Henningham Award for Literacy Excellence

Visit www.Probus.com.au

Rotary Probus District Briefing Weekend held in Par  ramatta.

In May the Rotary Probus District Chairmen (RPDC) met in Parramatta for a briefing
weekend with emphasis on new procedures and methodologies that will benefit the
operation of Clubs in the forthcoming year. Newly appointed RPDCs were welcomed
and familiarised with their duties and responsibilities.

The weekend was conducted as one would expect with absolute precision and
professionalism by General Manager Pat Atkins and her team. All attendees left on
Sunday filled with commitment and enthusiasm for the New Year.

The photo below was taken at the conclusion of the weekend.



Keep the doors open

Probus is essentially a door to friendship.

The very essence of Probus is friendship and fellowship. This absolute essential aspect
of its continuing strength (companionship) offers long-lasting opportunities for each one
of us to continue to cultivate a few more friends around us now we are retired and have
time.

Therefore we do need to throw open that door of friendship so others may share the
good fun we regularly have in our clubs and activities. We do need to reach out, to look
wide, and remember our former friends who might just be having a lonely time right now.

Let's share our good fortune of friendship by showing we care.

Marketing

As part of our strategy to promote and widen the awareness of our wonderful
organization Probus Centre has commissioned a Probus Jingle and voice over for air
play on community radio and a DVD to assist with membership development, Probus
interest meetings, Rotary clubs and conferences. Complimentary copies are available to
clubs on request.

Administration

From time to time, the Probus Centre has obtained legal, taxation, and/or financial
advice on a range of matters that may affect Probus Clubs. If your club has an issue
that you think you need advice on, we ask that you approach the Probus Centre first
before seeking any outside advice. We are asking you to contact us first because we
may already have sought advice on a similar matter in the past. If we feel that you
require professional advice on your particular issue, we will seek this advice on your
behalf. This will save your club time and money and is just part of our service to you as
your administration centre.

Probus Web Site

A new initiative of Probus Centre is the Forum Section on the Probus web site. It is a
question and answer medium — Probus members may register to be involved and
Probus Centre will respond and moderate.

Visit www.Probus.com.au or have your clubs web site linked or hosted.

Annual Event in the Probus Calendar
Perth Probus Rendezvous 13-18 September 2009

A great destination and a great week of activities — come as a group, as a couple or
individually. View details on line at www.Probus.com.au or call Australia Toll Free 1800
630 488 or New Zealand Toll Free 0800 14776 287 for a colour brochure.

Darwin Probus Rendezvous 2010 - brochures available end September 2009.




Helpful Hints

Deliver a spare copy of the Probus Magazine to your local community centre
and library as this provides an opportunity to spread the news of Probus and
attract new members.

Recognize in your Club Bulletin that ‘Probus is a community service program
of Rotary clubs.’

Record your sponsoring Rotary club in your club bulletin.

Approach your local council to erect appropriate Probus signage to the
entrances of your town/community.

Probus National Photographic Competition

The Photographic Competition continues to showcase the enthusiasm and efforts of our
Probus photographers. A challenge has been put to all clubs; especially those who are
active in photography interest groups to make an effort and enter the competition. It
amazes us to see submissions for the magazine of such high standard but alas they fail
to also enter the photographic competition.

Make an effort — send in those unique and remarkable Probians — depicting our theme of
Active Retirees.

Well this concludes this inaugural edition of the Rotary Probus District 9640 newsletter-
| hope you find it informative. | cannot promise you this volume of information every
edition but | do hope that | will be receiving input from Clubs when they have information
they wish to share with the District.

Please remember that my team and | are available to assist you and please do not
hesitate to contact me if you do require assistance.

| wish all Probians and Clubs good Fun and Fellowship (and Health) in this new financial
year and many more years to follow.
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Douglas Geekie
Rotary District 9640 Probus Chairman

Tel 07 5510 8033
Email: DGRotary2007@hibusiness.com.au




