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Joy and I have just returned from the Probus 
Rendezvous in Perth. This was an excellent event 
with lots of opportunities to meet and get to know 
Probians from all over Australia and New Zealand, 
as well as a small number from Japan and the 
Philippines. The week was packed with lots of 
activities: lunches, dinners, tours, first-rate 
entertainment, and lots of fun and fellowship  

           
 
On the final day there was an ecumenical church 
service in the Hyatt Hotel, the main venue for the 
Rendezvous, followed by an open forum where 
many current Probus issues were discussed.  
 

           
There were 580 Probians at the Rendezvous, 
including more than 60 Queenslanders. I was 
pleased to meet a number of Probians from our 
District, some for the first time. The Rendezvous 
underlines what a large and growing Probus family 
we belong to. The next Probus Rendezvous will be 
in Darwin from 29 August to 3 September 2010. 

Plan to be there and enjoy lots of Probus fun and 
fellowship. 
 
PAQ Friendship Day Picnic 
 
More than 600 Probians gathered for the annual 
Friendship Day picnic, organized by Probus 
Association of Queensland, at the Ipswich Turf 
Club on 29 July. This was a great day with 
entertainment, including the Probus Choir, 
sponsors’ displays, competitions, line dancing and a 
BBQ lunch. Congratulations and thanks to Barry 
Read and his team for a very enjoyable function. 
 

                
 
Anniversary celebrations 
 
Some of the clubs in our District are celebrating 
important anniversaries during 2009.  
 
Pine Rivers Mens’, Sandgate Combined and 
Sunshine Coast Ladies Probus Clubs are celebrating 
25 years of Probus this year.  

                           
 
The following clubs have reached the 20 year 
milestone: Brisbane West Combined, Coolum 
Beach Combined, Kawana Waters Combined, 
Kawana Central Mens’, Peregian Beach Combined, 
Cooroy Combined, Gympie-Widgee Combined and 
Mooloolaba Ladies.  
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And Kallangur, Currimundi and Kenmore 
Millennium Clubs are now 10 years old. Each of 
these clubs has received a congratulatory certificate 
from Probus Centre –South Pacific.  
 
My congratulations to all of the special anniversary 
clubs. I am sure that members have gained much in 
fun, friendship and fellowship over the years. 
 
Healthy clubs                               
 

                  
  
 
In the last newsletter I said that healthy clubs are 
clubs that: 

�  have interesting guest speakers, and a range 
of outings, interest groups and activities for 
members to enjoy;  

�  are friendly, welcoming and caring; 
�  are attractive to new members and have a 

regular intake of younger retirees; 
�  have meetings that are interesting, friendly 

and efficient;  
�  listen to members and take account of their 

views; and 
�  take membership development seriously.  

 
In the meantime I have been trialling a club health 
questionnaire. This is designed as a means for clubs 
to evaluate the health of their club. The 
questionnaire can be completed by each committee 
member or, if the club prefers, by each club 
member. The results can then be summarized and 
used to see what the club does well and where there 
are opportunities for improvement. 
 
I would be pleased to email a copy of the club 
health questionnaire to any club that wishes to 
assess its club health. 
 
 
Membership development  
 
All clubs (including newly established clubs) should 
try to recruit a few new members, especially 
younger retirees, each year. The October-November 
issue of Probus-the Magazine has an excellent 
article on recruitment of new members, looking 
after new members and guests, follow up of 
“missing” members. See “Winston, we have a 

problem” (pages 14-15) and the Membership 
Development section of the Probus Club Handbook.  
  
Probus Club Handbook 2009 
 
A revised edition of the Handbook is now available. 
It can be purchased from Probus Centre-South 
Pacific or downloaded from the PC-SP website at 
http://probus.com.au 
 

                          
 
Do your management committee members fully 
understand their duties? The Probus Club 
Handbook gives a useful summary of the duties of 
each club officer. This is required reading for all 
newly appointed officers. 
 
Probus - the Magazine 
 
This is the flagship publication for Probians in 
Australia. This excellent publication is issued six 
times a year and keeps us all up to date with Probus 
issues and activities throughout Australia. Read 
Probus and see what other clubs are doing. Send 
articles and photos to the magazine editor so that 
you can share news about your club with other 
Probians. 
 
The photographic competition, open to all Probians, 
is very popular. The theme for the competition is 
Probus- Active Retirees. Congratulations to Nan 
Holzberger (Aspley) and William Pearce 
(Currimundi) who were winners from our District in 
issues 2/2009 and 3/2009 respectively. Entries for 
issues 4/2009 and 5/2009 close on 4 November and 
6 January respectively. The conditions for the 
competition are shown in Probus– the Magazine. 
 
An annual award will now be made for “a literary 
contribution of outstanding merit” in Probus – the 
Magazine. The Paul Henningham Award recognises 
the role that Paul played in the development of 
Probus News.  
 
Twinning with another Probus club 
 
Some Probus clubs ‘twin” with another club. A 
recent example is the Probus Club of Pelican 
Waters which is “twinned” with East Coast Bays 
Probus Club in Auckland.  
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What does twinning mean?  This is up to the “twin 
clubs” to decide. It can include a visit by a group 
from one club to the other; short-term hosting of 
visitors from one club in the homes of members of 
the other; sharing of newsletters and ideas between 
the clubs; and advice to visitors on accommodation 
and scenic trips in the area. 
 
 

                 
 
 
Some clubs have twinning arrangements with 
another club no more than three hours drive away. 
This enables more frequent contacts. �
 
If your club is interested in a twinning arrangement 
and would like me to facilitate this, please let me 
know.  
 
Keeping in touch with sponsoring Rotary Clubs 
 
    

                         
 
Every Probus club has been established by a Rotary 
club. The Probus movement is one of Rotary’s most 
successful community service activities. The first 
Probus club in Australia was formed in Hunters 
Hill, NSW in 1976. There are now 1800 Probus 
clubs and 143,000 Probians in Australia.  
 
Once a Probus club has been established it is 
autonomous. However it is important that linkages 
between Probus and Rotary are maintained. This 
can be done in various ways:  inviting your Rotary 
club president to one of your functions, inviting a 
Rotarian as a guest speaker, or assisting in a Rotary 
service activity. In turn the Rotary club may invite 
one or two Probians to a Rotary function. 
Remember too that Rotarians may be able to 
suggest potential Probus members and conversely 
Probians may know of potential Rotarians. And 
some of us are both Rotarians and Probians. 
 

Some Probians have told me that they have invited 
Rotarians to a Probus function but have not even 
received an acknowledgement. My advice is to keep 
trying and please let me know if you would like me 
to facilitate the relationship between Probus and 
Rotary for your club. 
 
To help reinforce the relationship it is useful to 
mention on page one of your club newsletter that 
your club has been sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
XXXXX.  
 
 
 
A Dave Allen joke 
 
A man went to visit a friend and was amazed to find 
him playing chess with his dog. He watched the 
game in astonishment for a while. "I can hardly 
believe my eyes!" he exclaimed. "That's the 
smartest dog I've ever seen”.  
 
"Nah, he's not so smart," the friend replied. "I've 
beaten him three games out of five." 
�

                         
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Contact details: 
 
David Allen  
Rotary District 9600 Probus Chairman 
PO Box 2251 
Graceville East 4075  
allen3651@iinet.net.au  
 
tel. 07 3278 5251 


